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(54) PRODUCTION OF MONODISPERSED HYPERFINE PARTICLES OF OXIDE OF RARE 
EARTH ELEMENT BY INVERSE MICELLE METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain hyperfine particles of a monodispersed rare earth oxide 
having a very small average particle diameter by forming inverse micelle of a surfactant in a 
nonpolar org. solvent, solubilizing an aq. soln. contg. ions of a rare earth element and a 
precipitant in the micelle and allowing them to react with each other after mixing. 
SOLUTION: Inverse micelle formed by a surfactant in a nonpolar org. solvent such as 
cyclohexane is used as a reaction field, an aq. soln. contg. ions of a rare earth element and a 
precipitant such as an ammonia soln. are solubilized in the micelle and they are allowed to react 
with each other after mixing to produce the objective monodispersed hyperfine particles of 
oxide of the rare earth element having <5nm average particle diameter. When an aq. soln. of 
salts of various rare earth elements is used as starting material, hyperfine particles of multiple 
oxide of the rare earth elements are easily produced. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

I.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2 .... S hows the word which can not be translated. 
3.ln the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1]Mean particle diameter is a monodisperse rare earth oxide ultrafine particle and a multiple oxide ultrafine particle 
of 5 nanometers or less. 

[Claim 2]Solution containing various rare earth ions which made a reaction field an inside of reversed micelle which a 
surface-active agent forms into a nonpolar organic solvent, and were solubilized in reversed micelle, Art of manufacturing 
a monodisperse rare earth oxide and a multiple oxide ultrafine particle of nano metric size by making a precipitation 
reagent solubilized similarly mixing and reacting inside reversed micelle, respectively. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application]Mean particle diameter of this invention is very small, and it is related, without the art of 
manufacturing the ultrafine particle of a rare earth oxide and a multiple oxide excellent in monodisperse nature simple. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art]Since particle size distribution is large and the shape of particles has dispersion in the 
conventional rare earth oxide particles in the top where particle diameter is large, An electronic industry material, 
functional-ceramics material, a phosphor material, a catalyst material, etc. need processes, such as grinding for equalizing 
particle diameter, and a classification, on the occasion of use in the field as which advanced elaboration is demanded 
especially in recent years. For this reason, problems, such as mixing of the impurity accompanying complication, 
complicated-izing, and this of the operation in a particle production process, arise. 
[0003] 

[SUBJECT that an invention will be solved] The purpose of this invention is to provide the very small monodisperse rare 
earth oxide ultrafine particle of mean particle diameter which could not be accomplished, multiple oxide ultrafine particles, 
and those manufacturing methods in manufacturing methods, such as the conventional coprecipitation method, a 
hydrolysis method, a homogeneous precipitation method, and a hydrothermal method. 
[0004] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]ln order to attain the aforementioned purpose, it is effective to prevent grain growth by 
advancing a hydrolysis reaction in a reaction field where a size was limited physically. A reverse micellar solution of 
precipitation reagents including an ammonia solution or urea which made solution of rare earth salt including a rare earth 
nitrate solubilize inside reversed micelle, and solubilized this similarly in this invention, Rare earth oxide ultrafine particles 
including yttrium oxide and cerium oxide and a multiple oxide ultrafine particle are manufactured in the state of mono 
dispersion by making it react at a room temperature under ordinary pressure. 
[0005] 

[Function]ln this invention, the very small rare earth oxide ultrafine particle and multiple oxide ultrafine particle of mean 
particle diameter can be manufactured by mono dispersion, without using high voltage and a high temperature process. 
[0006]Manufacture adds the solution containing the rare earth ions of the specified quantity into the nonpolar organic 
solvent which dissolved KOSAFAKUTANTO a surface-active agent and if needed, After solubilizing by formation of 
reversed micelle, it can carry out easily by mixing with the solution which solubilized an ammonia solution or urea in 
reversed micelle similarly. High-speed centrifugal separation of the generated precipitation particles is carried out, and 
hydrocarbon, alcohol, acetone, petroleum ether, etc. wash them. 

[0007]Since it is possible to use the reagent of a high grade for a starting material in this invention, it is useful also as a 
means to obtain the oxide ultrafine particle of a high grade extremely. In a room temperature, a monodisperse multiple 
oxide ultrafine particle can be manufactured by the same method as a two-component system oxide under ordinary 
pressure by using the solution which contains two or more kinds of metal ions in a source material. 
[0008] 

[ExampleJAccording to the operation and the manufacturing process which are shown in drawing 1 , the monodisperse 
ultrafine particle of various oxides including a rare earth oxide or a multiple oxide can be manufactured. 
[0009]The following processes performed operation and manufacture. Into nonpolar organic solvents, such as 
cyclohexane, a surface-active agent or a surface-active agent, and the mixed solution of middle-class alcohol of the 
carbon numbers 4-8 which are KOSAFAKUTANTO are added, and the reversed micelle of a surface-active agent is made 
to generate. Solubilized the precipitation reagent which makes the solution and the hydrolysis reaction containing various 
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rare earth ions cause in the above-mentioned reversed micelle, respectively, and mix both, stir, it was made to react at a 
room temperature, and hydrocarbon, acetone, and alcohol washed the generated precipitation. Thereby, various kinds of 
very small rare earth oxide ultrafine particles of mean particle diameter including cerium oxide were obtained. 
[0010]From transmission type high resolution electron microscope observation of the obtained ultrafine particle, 
generation of the ultrafine particle of the nano metric size to which particle diameter was dramatically equal was checked. 
From the restriction view electron diffraction ring, it was checked that the obtained ultrafine particle is already an oxide. 
[OOHl Drawing 2 is a particle-size-distribution figure of the cerium oxide ultrafine particle which the reverse micellar 
solution which solubilized cerium nitrate solution, and the solution which solubilized the ammonia solution similarly were 
made to react, and was compounded. The particle diameter of generation particles was distributed over 1 .6-5.6 nm, and 
the figure showed that the average value was 3.4 nm. 

[0012]The ultrafine particle obtained by setting the standard deviation of the particle size distribution to 0.72 nm became 

clear [ excelling also in monodisperse nature extremely ]. 

[0013] 

[Effect of the lnvention]This invention is the art of manufacturing the very small monodisperse rare earth oxide ultrafine 
particle and multiple oxide ultrafine particle of particle diameter simple. For this reason, manufacture of various kinds of 
multiple oxide ultrafine particles is also attained by using various rare-earth-salt solution for a starting material by using for 
a starting material the solution which contains two or more metal ions so that it is possible to manufacture the target rare 
earth oxide ultrafine particle easily. 



[Translation done.] 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] lt is a manufacturing process figure of the monodisperse rare earth oxide ultrafine particle which made the 
inside of reversed micelle the reaction field. 

[Drawing 2T.lt is the particle-size-distribution figure of a cerium oxide ultrafine particle which manufactured by the reversed 
micelle method. 



[Translation done.] 
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